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BE PART OF SOMETHING 
EXTRAORDINARY!
Your support as a Member of Contemporary Calgary  
is critical in helping us achieve our vision of a dedicated  
major contemporary art gallery in Calgary.

Join us and become a Member. 

Go to contemporarycalgary.com/members for more information.

Contemporary Calgary is grateful to the following sponsors

JARVIS HALL GALLERY
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A message from our Chief Executive Officer

In 1977, The Art Gallery of Calgary (originating as the Muttart Public  

Art Gallery) opened its doors and invited Calgarians to experience  

art in our city that was powerful, meaningful and relevant. Later 

followed by the Triangle Gallery (Museum of Contemporary Art) and  

the Institute for Modern and Contemporary Art, each organization 

shared the same vision—to put Calgary on the map as a significant 

destination for modern and contemporary art, rivalling the greatest 

cities in the world. 

The potential of the Planetarium as our home—Calgary’s signature 

modernist landmark—was the gravitational force that brought  

our organizations together in 2013 and set us on a new course  

and trajectory. 

We are at a transitional and transformational moment. We have moved 

into the Planetarium and are excited to share our programming with 

the community. We are also gearing up for a major renovation and 

expansion to transform the Planetarium into a world-class gallery for 

generations to come. 

But as we press forward, we also look back. We look back to the 

leaders who have helped to pave the way. We look back at the efforts of 

countless board members, community builders, employees, volunteers 

and artists who each have played a role in our collective success. 

Contemporary Calgary is not a sprint. It’s not a marathon, either.  

It’s a relay. As we move into the Planetarium, we have been handed  

the baton from so many people who have come before us, and they 

have given us a handsome lead. Our job and our responsibility is 

to continue to move forward, and with the support, leadership and 

generosity of the community the realization of our vision is well  

within reach. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

David Leinster 

Chief Executive Officer 

Contemporary Calgary
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TEMPORARY CONTEMPORARY

As Contemporary Calgary moves into our new home and prepares for 

future renovations, we simply could not wait to begin programming. 

We are proud to present Temporary Contemporary, embracing this 

transitional moment to engage our communities without delay. As an 

organization intent on being deeply welcoming and inclusive, we are 

eager to invite local artists and arts professionals to join us in shaping  

a new cultural voice. At the core of our programming vision we 

introduce Collider—an open studio residency program with 30 artists 

from the City working onsite and in a highly collaborative environment. 

Collider is an unparalleled opportunity to build diverse and robust 

relationships, produce and exhibit new work, and develop an extensive 

series of public programs. 

It is critical that we reflect on context, on our past, and how that 

might inform our future. Brutal Visions acknowledges our iconic 

Brutalist building, its vital role as a science centre and planetarium, 

and its exciting transformation into Canada’s newest modern and 

contemporary art gallery. Running in conjunction with Berlin-based 

artist Clemens Gritl’s A Future City from the Past, we are pleased 

to locate Contemporary Calgary as participating in contemporary 

discourse on an international stage. Gritl’s large-scale architectural 

photographs mine the aesthetics and ideologies of the past to adopt 

a critically optimistic lens in imagining our future. In much the same 

spirit, Temporary Contemporary’s current transformation has inspired 

programming that embraces our history as we look to the stars. 

Ryan Doherty 

Chief Curator 

Contemporary Calgary
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Taking a cue from Particle Accelerators, Collider serves  
as a catalyst for collaborative experimentation and discovery 
through a collision of ideas and actions. This inaugural project 

employs a peer nomination process to invite 30 local artists to make 

Contemporary Calgary and the former Centennial Planetarium their studio 

and community hub. Visitors to Collider will encounter a dynamic and 

vibrant space of creativity and collaboration in an open studio,  

long term residency environment that responds to our City’s appetite  

for inclusion and diversity while showcasing the extraordinary talent  

in our own backyard. Generating new work for Contemporary Calgary’s  

fall exhibition Planetary, residents are asked to consider ideas ranging 

from galactic exploration and speculative futures to meaningful  

memories triggered by the historic context of the former Planetarium.

o p e n  s t u d i o  a r t i s t  r e s i d e n c y

4 



5 

Providing a rich and engaging context for the recently 
reawakened Centennial Planetarium, Brutal Visions invites 
viewers to explore the history, architecture and future 
ambitions of Contemporary Calgary’s new home. The exhibition 

will provide an overview of brutalist architecture situating the Jack Long 

designed Planetarium, winner of a Massey Medal for Architecture,  

as one of Canada’s superlative examples of the movement. The project 

continues with a short survey of Canada’s 1967 Centennial building 

projects celebrating the Planetarium as Calgary’s officially designated 

contribution. With optimism and space exploration shaping the zeitgeist, 

the Centennial Planetarium captured the hearts and imaginations  

of our communities and continues to provoke strong sentiments some 

50 years later. It’s only fitting that, today, the building transforms into 

Contemporary Calgary—a world class art gallery and community hub  

that continues to inspire and foster new perspectives of the world.  

With sketches and preliminary models joined by historic photographs, 

original posters and artifacts, Brutal Visions revisits a past driven by raw 

honesty and optimism to serve as the foundation of a promising future. 
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Clemens Gritl’s body of work, A Future City from The Past, is 
based on a mystifying vision of a radically aggressive urban 
dystopia — an uncompromising design in the brutalist dogma. 
Gritl ponders a future where all buildings and structures are homogenic. 

The differentiations of architectural styles and era are eliminated and 

replaced by geometric structures, repetition and absolute materiality. 

Gigantic “wohnmaschinen” (living machines) encompassed by endless 

motorway networks, make way for the “Super-Brutalist” megacity.

The thrill of this project lies in exploring the aftermath. It is fascinating  

to imagine how a prefabricated, futuristic metropolis would age,  

and what atmosphere an endless manmade landscape, constructed of 

only concrete and asphalt, would generate. What impact would such  

a massive concentration of sculptural architecture have on mankind? 

Could such a city succeed in producing a functional society,  

or would it automatically plunge into menacing social dysfunction?

Gritl’s work focuses on the interaction between space, dimension,  

scale, monotony and materiality of urban megastructures and their 

possible impact on human beings. Since completing his architectural 

studies in Munich and Rome, Clemens Gritl has been designing artificial 

3D computer models, reflecting and exploring urban utopias of the 20th 

century. Research at the Technical University of Munich on mid-century, 

large-scale apartment buildings led Gritl to gain a deep fascination for 

such structures. In contrast to contemporary architecture these projects 

are based on revolutionary social visions.

 A
Future
 City
 From
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Past
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Goal: Base Building Upgrades  
$25 million investment from the City of Calgary to 
complete much needed base-building upgrades and 
facility modernizations. 

PHASE 1:  COMPLETE

Goal: Bring the North Exhibition Hall to life 
Beginning in June 2019, Contemporary Calgary  
will complete renovations in the north exhibition hall  
to transform it into a functioning gallery by  
September 2019, and will also provide programming  
in the existing Planetarium until construction  
commences on Phase 2B.

PHASE 2A:  IN DEVELOPMENT Fall 2019

$1M
FUNDED

$25M

Private

TRANSFORMING AN ICONIC CALGARY LANDMARK  
INTO A WORLD-CLASS DESTINATION FOR MODERN AND  
CONTEMPORARY ART.

We are excited to provide Calgarians a centre for inspiration. A place 

that embraces every form of artistic expression and makes everyone feel 

welcome. A destination that will put Calgary on the world’s cultural map. 

We believe the time has come for Contemporary Calgary and we’d like 

to thank the community for their continued support in helping make this 

vision a reality.
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$32M
FUNDING APPROACH

Estimated construction  
completion: Summer 2021

Goal: Transform the Planetarium  
into a World-Class Gallery 
As part of Contemporary Calgary’s lease agreement 
with the City of Calgary, we will be renovating the 
existing Planetarium building to transform the 
spaces and to showcase the best in modern and 
contemporary art. 

PHASE 2B:  FUTURE Summer 2021

Goal: Build a new ‘Class A’ Addition 
In order to bring in major international touring 
exhibitions to Calgary, we plan to build an adjacent 
Class A gallery space on the Planetarium site to support 
expanded programming. The building will feature a 
10,000 square foot gallery, a 3,000 square foot gallery, 
a destination-style restaurant and a rooftop terrace.

PHASE 3:  FUTURE 

Government 
of Alberta

Government 
of Canada

Private

$15M $15M

$20M$50M
FUNDING APPROACH

Government 
of Alberta

Government 
of Canada

$10M $10M

Private

$12M

To learn how you can be a part of this exciting city building initiative please contact: 
Chris Petrik, Director of Development
chris@contemporarycalgary.com
403.770.1354
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Collider

RING GALLERY 

Brutal Visions

Clemens Gritl

AUDITORIUM

DOME

Future Programming

Temporarily Closed 
for Renovation

Elevator
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Facebook@Contemporary.YYC  
Instagram@ContemporaryCalgary 
Twitter@ContemporaryYYC 

CONTEMPORARYCALGARY.COM




